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LSI.online 
The LSI web-based, interactive learning 
environment 
 
User Guide 
 
In this user guide we would like to give you a few tips about working with LSI.online. In our 
opinion, learning using our course materials should take part in two phases. After opening the 
course and the relevant DE (didaktischen Einheit ≈ didactic unit), you can see the objective 
and the topics of the unit. Next, you can work independently with the text and exercises. A 
fixed study guide will help to show you how and in which order you can read and access the 
text. Of course, this is only a guide and you can develop your own way of studying. 
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Introduction 

 
 
 

Starting LSI.online 
 
In the section “Available Languages/ Verfügbare Sprachen” you will see the language that you 
have registered for. For example, here you can see Russian (Russisch): 
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Courses 
 
Here you will find an overview of all available courses: 
 

 
  

To open a course, right click the arrow on the 
right hand side of the green heading:   
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Learn manager / eTutor / Forum 
 
By clicking on this small icon in the bottom right hand corner, you can open the Learn manager: 
 

 
 
A vertical bar then appears on the right hand side of the screen: 
 

 

 
Learn manager 
 
 
User name (and 
photo) 
 
 
 
User information 
 
 
Learning progress 
 
 
Vocabulary trainer 
 
 
eTutor 
 
 
Forum 

 
User information 
 
In this section you can find information about your course: user name, date / time of 
registration, duration of registration, customer number, invoice number (where applicable) and 
courses booked.  
 
Learning progress 
 
This directs you to your personal progress page where you can see and monitor your progress 
throughout your course. You have an overview of which units you have worked on, which texts 
have been read (and in which mode) and which exercises have been completed. 
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Vocabulary trainer 
 
Here you are directed to the vocabulary trainer which trains your personal list of words which 
you have looked up in the dictionary. 
 
eTutor 
 
This function is especially helpful for when you have any questions or queries about a text or 
exercise – you can directly ask your personal eTutor. Messages will be answered within 24 
hours. 
 
You will receive an email informing you about your eTutor’s reply. Additionally, the Learn 
Manager button at the bottom right will flash red. 
 
** Please note that this function is only available for Online Learning courses where the eTutor 
is chosen at the time of purchase ** 
 
Forum 
 
This is a direct link to any forum you are a member of. Here the course participants have the 
chance to communicate with each other as a group. The message appears in the forum and 
each participant also receives an email advising them of the new message.  
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Course structure 

 

Didactic Units 
 
Each course consists of several didactic units (DE), for example:  
 

 
 
You can open a didactic unit simply by clicking on the title. 
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Navigation tree 
 
A navigation tree will appear in the didactic unit and shows all available components which can 
be directly activated, for example educational objective, topics and texts in the didactic unit. 
Additionally, there is direct access to the Grammar Overview (Grammatikübersicht ), 
Vocabulary Trainer ( Wortschatztrainer) and the User Guide (not shown in the picture).   
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Elements in a DU 

 

Texts  
 
Each text begins with a short introduction (or description of the text) which supports you in 
your first orientation with the text. Following this you will find a study guide i.e. how you can 
work (read and develop) with the text.  This is only a suggestion. During the course you will 
find and develop your own way of learning and working with the texts. 
 
When working with the texts you can choose between six different modes. You can find these 
in the different coloured boxes in the top right. 
 
Use these coloured squares to switch the text to the relevant user mode in which you can use 
the special help functions and information about individual words, phrases or idioms. 
 
As well as the normal mode, you also have an audio mode (in the most cases with a spoken 
audio version / listening text), a grammar mode (with supplementary grammar tables and word 
families) and a dictionary mode (with contextual translations) at your disposal. 
 

 In normal mode you can change the size of the font. 
 

 The audio mode offers you (in some languages, not all) intonation markers and (usually) an 
audio version (recorded by professional speakers) which you can listen to when reading the 
text.   
 

 In the grammar mode you are shown information about the highlighted word, such as the 
part of speech, and related words (word families) found in other texts in our courses are also 
shown. By clicking of the words in the word family list, you can also see the translation of the 
word.  
 

 The dictionary view firstly offers a translation of the chosen word, relevant to the particular 
text (context-sensitive translation), details about the part of speech and where applicable the 
word form in the text as well as a list of related words. All words you look up in the dictionary 
function are recorded and can be found in the user mode My Wordlist (Meine Wortliste). 
Your individual word list is also recorded in another place – Vocabulary Trainer 
(Wortschatztrainer) – found at the bottom of the left hand side column. Here you can practice 
and check the meaning of unknown words and also words you have looked up in the 
dictionary. 
 
Additionally to the four basic modes, you can also access your individual word list (in PDF 
form, also printable) and the comment mode (where you can create your own comments and 
notes). This mode also provides direct communication with your eTutor. 
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 In this mode My Word List (Meine Wortliste) all words which you looked up in the 
dictionary are underlined. The list can be printed (PDF) at any stage in the process both with 
and without intonation (where applicable). 
 

 The Comments Mode (Kommentierungsansicht) allows you (by double clicking on the 
word) to highlight the word.  If you click on the word once, a small window appears where you 
can leave a comment. In this mode you can also send a saved comment (e.g. a question 
about the text / a particular word) to your eTutor and this will then be answered using the 
eTutor window. 
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Exercises 
 
The exercises should only be started after the text has been successfully read and prepared. 
Three types of reading strategies are trained in the exercises – skim reading / cursory reading, 
selective reading (searching for specific information in the text) and analytical reading, in which 
you delve deeper into the text and its contents. As well as pure language related exercises, 
you will also find exercises about the text content and text statements. You will receive 
appropriate feedback about your concrete learning success both during and after the 
exercises. 
 

 
 
Click on the user element in the block (right)  
to open an exercise: 
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Overview and explanation of all 18 types of exercise 

 
Numbe

r 
Type of exercise Description and method 

 

1.  

 

MC  

Multiple choice 

 

Text/text, picture/text, picture/picture 

 Choose the correct answer / Solve by ticking the 

box 

 

 

2. 

 

MMC  

Multiple multiple 

choice 

 

Several questions with standard answer sets  

 Choose the correct answer / Solve by ticking the 

correct box (horizontal arrangement) 
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3. 

 

DMC  

Dynamic multiple 

choice 

 

Several questions with different answer sets  

 Click on the question to be answered 

 Choose the correct answer / Solve by ticking the 

correct box 

 Proceed by choosing the next question 

 

 

4. 

 

COR  

Correspondence 

 

Matching objects from two columns   

 click on the correct answer then click on the correct 

grey box 
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5. 

 

ORD  

Ordering 

 

Put pictures / words into the correct position  

 Click on the object 

 Click on the grey box next to the correct answer 

 

 

6. 

 

REF  

Writing 

 

Free writing in combination with an eTutor 

 Write the text in the empty field 

 Save and send 

 

  



 
 
 

LSI.online   The LSI web-based, interactive learning environment    -    User Guide    -    As of 01.05.2017 

 14 

 

7. 

 

TGMC  

Text gaps +  multiple 

choice 

 

Multiple choice answers for gaps in the text 

Click on the gap in the text 

 Choose the correct answer by ticking the box 

 

 

8. 

 

TGF  

Text gaps filling 

 

Fill the gaps free hand 

 Click on the gap 

 Write the answer free hand 
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9. 

 

CWTG  

Correspondence with 

text gaps 

 

Gap filling, word placement  

 Choose the correct answer 

 Drag and drop the answer into the gap 

 

 

 

10. 

 

STi  

Sensitive indexed text 

 

Interactive text field with a commentary and answer 

function based on indexed text 

 Answer the question about the text by clicking on 

the correct passage 
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11. 

 

STMCi 

Sensitive indexed text 

+ multiple choice 

 

Interactive, indexed text field with dynamic multiple choice  

 Click on the relevant passage in the text 

 Several possible answers will appear 

 Choose the correct answer / Solve by ticking the 

box 

 

 

12. 

 

TGMCi 

Indexed text gaps + 

multiple choice 

 

Choice of MC answers  for gap filling based on indexed 

text 

 Click on the text gap 

 Several possible answers appear 

 Choose the correct answer / Solve by ticking the 

box 

 

 

13. 

 

TGFi 

Indexed text gaps 

filling 

 

Free hand gap fill   / insert based on indexed text  

 Click on the gap 

 Write free hand 
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14. 

  

CWTGi 

Correspondence with 

indexed text gaps 

 

Gap filling, placement of words based on indexed text 

 Choose the answer / Word 

 Drag & drop it to the correct gap in the text 

 

  

15. 

 

MTFi 

Modified indexed text 

fragment 

 

Identifying modern text elements, based on ST and 

indexed text 

 Choose the correct text element from the text 

 

 

 

16. 

 

MTF  

Modified text 

fragment 

 

Identifying modern text elements, based on ST  

 Click on the text relevant element  
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17. 

 

ST  

Sensitive text 

 

Interactive text fields with commentary and answer 

features 

 

 

18. 

 

STMC  

Sensitive text + 

multiple choice 

 

Interactive text fields with dynamic MC 

 Click on the area of the text 

 Click the box of the correct answer 
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Overview of the general user elements 

 
 

Minimise navigation menu 
 

Maximise navigation menu 
 

Close course / block 
 

Open course / block 
 

Text display and numeration 
 

Open text 
 

Close text 
 

Change font size 
 

Show all indexed words in the text 
 

 
Exercise and numeration  
Mouse over: shows the exercise type 
Markings on the left show the level of 
difficulty 1, 2, 3 

 
 

 

Open exercise 
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Menu bar for viewing mode of a text 

 

 

Menu bar for viewing mode of a text 
 

 

Normal mode  

 

Audio mode 

 Text with tips for intonation  

 Integrated player to play the 

audio text 

 

 

 

Grammar mode 

 Text with grammatical 

information about the marked 

text elements: 

 Basic form 

 Part of speech 

 Link to grammar tables  

 Related words, word stem 

etc.   

 

 

 

Dictionary 

 Text with a dictionary function  

 

Dictionary (marked in red):  
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Information about:  

 Basic form in the target 

language 

 Translation into the original 

language 

 

My word list (marked in red):  

 List of all elements that were 

clicked on 

 Number of times a word was 

looked up 

 Link to the dictionary 

 

 

Integrated grammatical extension 

(red arrow) 

 Grammatical information (also 

see Grammar section) 

 Link to grammar tables 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My word list 

 List of all words looked up in 

the dictionary 

 (NUMBER): Frequency each 

word was looked up 

 PDF: Text with entries from 

the word list as PDF, 

available to download 

 PDF + `: Text plus intonation 

with entries from the word list 

as PDF, available to 

download 
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My comments  

Click on a specific word / part of the 

text  

 Intonation 

 Basic form 

 Extension (red arrow): 

Translation, grammar tables, 

part of speech 

 Commentary field: place for 

an individual comment which 

can be save 

 Double click on a part of the 

text or click the box „Wort 

markieren“ – the highlighted 

word is saved  

 Editing is possible 

 

 

 

 

 

Technical requirements 

 
Device: You can use LSI.online on your tablet and of course your desktop-PC / 

laptop.  
 
Resolution: The optimal resolution for your monitor is 1.280 Pixel; however a 

minimum of 1.200 Pixel is essential. 
 

Browser: We recommend the most up to date version of Mozilla Firefox or Safari 
 


